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A LETTER toa CITIZEN 


CONCERNING _.” 


The Election of a Lord Mayor. 


SIR, 


Cannot but with the greateſt Wonder and Indignation obſerve the in- 
tolerable ſupine Negligence of the Citizens of London (who make up 


Choice of their Magiſtrates (ſo valuable a Privilege) and particularly 
their Chief Magiſtrate the Lord Mayor : And that which more pro- 
vokes my Spleen, is, to ſce they are lull'd into this Lethargy by the moſt ridicu- 


lous Pretences of a Party of Men, who formerly deſtroy'd her moſt valuable 


Libertys, and retaining the ſame pernicious Principles,. want nothing but Op- 
portunity and Incouragemeat to put *em in Action again; Men who have al- 
ways been ready to ſhew themſelves the flaviſh Tools of a T yrannical Prince, 
and will be eternally uncaſy under the Adminiſtration of a Good One. This is 
ſo notorious a Truth, that I need give ao Inſtances of it, the whole Nation 
being fill'd with em, fo that it Wou'd be nv Difficulty to point them out. 

In the electing of a Lord Mayor, it has been the Cuſtom of late Years to take 
the Alderman next the Chair, without the leaſt Conſideration of his Principles, 


- Morals or Capacity, or any Objection to his paſt or preſent Iniquitys, tho e- 


ver ſo open and ſcandalous. A very wiſe way of Proceeding, a Rotation wor- 
thy of the Inſtitutions of Gotham. It is doubtleſs a very gocd Banter in our 
City Farce, aud a pretty Ridicule upon Magiſtracy, to obſerve that the chief 
Magiſtrate of one of the greateſt Citys in the World comes to his Dignity, as 
2 Calf comes to be a Cow, by length of Time. And this is a good peaceable 


+ hay of Agreement, very neceſſary it ſeems for preſerving the Quiet and Ho- 
nour of Societys, as may be obſerv'd among other uſeful Corporations, as Wa- 
,termen, Hackney-Coachmen, and ſo forth : To the former of which we are be- 

holden for that ſignificant and ready Argument of Next Oars, the only Reaſon 


I have:Þeen able to find for ſuch an impos'd Election. 

For-what is it elle they mean, when they tell you, Tig his Turn, that the 
City is now quiet; and what harm can a Mayor, tho a bad Man, do you? As 
to the Plea concerning His Turn, the Charter of London knows nothing of it: 
That directs you to chuſe from amongſt your ſelves, A Wiſe, Prudent, Good 
Man, without ſo much as confining your Choice to the Court of Aldermen ; 
tho as long as we have ſc many ſuch in that Honourable Court, 1 don't ſee why 
we ſhould look farther. But where's your Choice, if it be his Turn, and why 
are you call'd together? ?Tis neither to chuſe, nor approve ; for 'i bis Turn 
it ſeems, and he muſt have it. The moſt valuable Privileges have been loſt, 
and the moſt noble Citys and Guvernments ruin'd; by letting ill Cuſtoms pre- 


vail ſo long, that they have at laſt been pleaded as a Right: and this is really 
Nn Caſe; for to lay 14 Man's Turn, is to fay *tis his Right. - 
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But pray onſerve the Impudence of theſe Men, itt preſcribing Rules to 0- 4 
thers, which they never deſign'd ſhowd guide themſelves. What regard was 


there to the Quiet of the City, when Sir Ch. Duncomb, and that Party, ſo vio- 


lently oppos'd Sir Thomas Abney, ſo much his Senior ? Was not Sir Thomas 
as honeſt, as prudent, as chaſt, as hearty for the Government as Sir Charles? 


Have not theſe Men in the Court cf Aldermen always, when it ſuted their 


'Tatereſt or Iaclinationz put by their Senior? Let them then be dealt with 


according to their Principles, if they have any that they will hold to: But Pm 
atraid, if they have any Good, they are only taken up by Chance, and to 


- ſerve an ill Tarn ; whereas to their Bad they are very faithfully conſtanr. 


Their Clamours, that you'l diſturb the Peace of. the City, ſignify no more 
than that you't diſturb them.” Suppoſe you put by a cheating Knave, a noto- 
rious Whoremaſter, a Drunkard, Swearer, Tacker, or an Enemy to the 
Union, that always votes againſt the Government, under the wiſeſt and beſt 
Adminiſtration, fo agreeable to the Laws of the Land, and the Good of the 
People: Is this to hurt the Peace of the City, or muſt we be afraid of rejec- 
ting ſuch a one, for fear of diſturbing ſome deſigning Knaves, and ſome un- 
thiaking Fools? But whatharm can a Lord Mayor do you? A wiſe Queſtion 
truly! As if he were, like one of his Pageants, a gay thing ſet up only for the 
Rabble to ſtarc at. Does not a Lord Mayor preſide over your Courts of Al- 
dermen, Common Council, your Licutenancies, your Wardmotes ! And don't 
you ſee how unfairly on ſuch Occaſions even the faireſt of them act? ?*Tis a foo- 
liſh Reaſon, that I muſt chuſe a Man of vile Principles, becauſe I cart at pre- 
ſent "ſee the Miſchief he may do. If he ſtands for Parliament-Man, don't you 
ſee what a Lift the Diſciples of his Kitchin give him? Is not a Lord Mayor 
to puniſh Vice, and are his Influence and Example nothing? Does he not 
{end a Whore to Bridemel with a good Grace, when his kept Miſtreſſes ſtand 
at his Elbow to admire his impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice ? Methinks the 
City Ladys ſhould be fir'd at this! A rare Ornament to the: City, to have a 
Miſs 1 ſitting above the Aldermens Ladys! A hopeful Proſpect of Re- 
formation! if, while we have put down Bartholomew Fair, upon the account 
of Debauchery and Wickedneſs, and corrupting Prentices, we mult ballance 
Accounts with the Devil, and ſcandalize a whole Nation, in chuf >» the moſt 
prepoſterous Patterns of Honeſty, Virtue, and Gratitude, for our Chief Ma- 

ſtrates. 

: But, however, were you to put this out of the Caſe, it is certain that the 
Citizens of London are in a fair way to loſe the beſt Privilege, they have: And 
upon the whole, I think no Man that has the leaſt Regard for the Honour of 
Religion, the neceſſary Virtues amongſ: Mankind, or any Love for his Coun- 
try or the preſent Eſtabliſhment, which makes our Queen the moſt truly glo- 
rious of Sovereigns, and her Subjects the moſt univerſally happy, can juſtify 
himſelf in Voting for, or even in not Oppoſing ſuch Men, who are more ob- 
noxious to a Magiſtrate, than fit to make one. 

I have but one word more to add, which is, That if we cannot be fo, per- 


fectly happy as to have always Men of perſonal Virtue for our Magiſtrates, II! 


vote atleaſt for Men of National Virtues, who are for the Libertys and the 
Good of Mankind, of Revolution-Principles, and known Enemys to all High 
Church-Extravagances, and Paſlive-Obedience Principles; and, in a word, who 
are no Tackers, nor Anti-Union Men ; but faithful Friends in their Hearts and 


Lives, as well as in cheir printed Tickets, to her Majeſty and the preſent Go- 


verament. 
| ] am, G Ce 


Sept. 18. 1708. 
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